148         AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF A JOURNALIST

wrapped them in thin gutta-percha, and, going to
the most obscure shoemaker in the part of London
which I knew, had the heel of one of my boots ex-
cavated and the packet deposited in the hole and
covered over again by a stout heel-tap. My orders
were to take at least six weeks for the journey, to
go by a roundabout route, and travel as if for plea-
sure. From the Austrian territory I was to write
to Kossuth all the political information I could col-
lect, the messages being conveyed in a cryptograph
in which the form of the letter was to be that of a
correspondence between lovers. The words compos-
ing the message were to be written on spaces left in
a mask of which each had a copy, and the spaces
between the words then filled up so that the letter
would carry some meaning when read as a whole.
Love-letters were supposed to give most room for
nonsense. Knowing very little French, I bought
a pocket dictionary and a copy of Kacine, and, dur-
ing a ten days' stay in Paris, by diligent use of the
former in all my transactions, I picked up enough
for the needs of travel, and, spending all my leisure
over the latter, I was, before my mission was over,
able to converse with considerable fluency and knew
my Bacine thoroughly.

From Paris I made the journey to Brussels in the
company of an American gentleman, Mr. Coxe, of
Alabama, traveling with his wife and daughter. At
Brussels I made, through the Coxes, the acquaintance
of M. Le Hardy de Beaulieu, the leader of a sec-
tion of the Belgian Liberals, whose father had heldes small, prevision of thebeautifulas absolute pain.wished to devote myself.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